M 

V 




June 28-30 i Washington Nationals vs. Pittsburgh Pirates 


Pride and 
Prejudice 


Uo\^- Bucks Bucs: 
smaii-market 
es search for 
p treasure i 


SCORECARD i 


Admired in Mexico, Camilla stiil 
has his doubters in the U.S. i 


JOEL RICHARDSON/TWP 












2 I HOMESTAND I JUNE 28-30, 2005 



RELIEF PITCHER GaryMajewski 
is in his second year with the fran- 
chise. The 25 -year- old is originally 
from Houston. 

What’s cooler, Houston’s 
San Jacinto Memorial or the 
Washington Monument? 

Oh, the San Jacinto Memorial, 
no doubt. 

You spent a little time on the New 
Orleans Zephyrs. What’s a zephyr? 

The only reason I know what it is 
is because I found out while staying 
at my uncle’s house in Lake Tahoe, 
up in California. Up there, the wind 
comes in between the mountains, 
they create this strong wind funnel, 
almost. They say winds can get up 
to 100 mph. It blows real hard. 


wind. At least, that’s what I hear. 
[Note: The American Heritage 
Dictionary defines zephyr as the 
west wind or a gentle breeze.] 

What’s your favorite ballpark food 
here at RFK? 

Man, I don’t even know what 
they sell. But I’d probably go with 
a hot dog. Can’t go wrong with a 
hot dog. 

What do you consider your best 
pitch? 

I’m known mostly for my slid- 
er. 

Who taught you how to throw a 
slider? 

Oh, you know, just working with 







“You got to do 
it over and over 
until you get it 
right.” 


coaches, up through high school and 
then through the rest of my career. 
It’s all repitition. It’s just like any- 
thing. You got to do it over and over 
until you get it right. 

Do you speak any foreign languag- 
es? 

Nope. I tried, but it wasn’t going 
to happen. 

What did you try to learn? 

Well, I took French in high 
school. And, since I’m from Texas, 
you know, you have to take Spanish 
all the way through high school. But 
I didn’t actually learn it. I didn’t 
really like school. It wasn’t a good 
fit. That’s why I’m doing this. 


So that’s a zephyr? 

Yeah, a zephyr is a real strong 
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Did French help you in Montreal? 

Nope, not really, chris mincher 
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Washington Nationals | active roster 



19 Ryan Church 


BA HR RBI OBP 
.325 7 28 .381 



7 BradWilkerson 


BA HR RBI OBP 
.267 5 29 .370 



6 Jose Guillen 


BA HR RBI OBP 


15 41 .339 



15 Cristian Guzman 


BA HR RBI OBP 
.200 3 13 .236 



II Junior Spivey 


’■:’U 

CD 

> 

HR 

RBI 

OBP 


7 

22 

.328 



9 Vinny Castilla 


BA HR RBI OBP 
.259 5 36 .322 



24 Nick Johnson 


BA HR RBI OBP 
.320 8 42 .444 


BENCH 


BA HR RBI OBP 


13— Carlns Baerga, 3b 

.268 

0 

7 

.349 

^^Gary Bennett, c 

.253 

1 

13 

.299 

^^Tony Blanco, util 

.262 

1 

7 

.295 

Qjl Marlon Byrd, of 

.292 

0 

14 

.349 

Carroll, inf 

.253 

0 

10 

.319 


Wil Cordero, IB 



.038 0 0 .038 



23 Brian Schneider 


BA HR RBI OBP 


.261 


19 .329 


Manager Frank Robinson 
IB Coach Don Buford 
HittingCoach TomMcCraw 


Bench Coach Eddie Rodriguez 
PitchingCoach Randy St. Claire 
3B Coach DaveHuppert 


OUTSIDE THE LINES 

The Nationals’ banged up pitching staff 
is slowly getting healthier and will be 
trickling back on to the active roster: 

Sun-Woo Kim’s forearm is better 
and he should be ready this week. 
Joey Eischen is coming off the 
60-day disabled listforan arm injury 
and could be used in this series. 

T. J. Tucker is recovering from his 
elbow injury and is expected to move 
off the 15-day disabled list in July. 
Zach Day’s thumb may be healed 
and get him off the DL by mid-July. 



Starting Pitchy 


61 1 Livan 
Hernandez 

W-L ERA K WHIP 
11-2 3.32 71 1.40 

2 ^ 



Esteban 

Loaizal2l 

W-L ERA K WHIP 



3-5 3.63 

73 

1.33 

361 Tony 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Armas 

3-4 5.44 

26 

1.48 

22iJohn 

W-L ERA 

K ^ 

WHIP 

Patterson 

3-2 3.14 

60 

1.26 

Ryan 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

DreselSI 

5-7 6.14 

23 

1.69 


The Bullnen 


32 1 Chad 

Cordero f 

W-L ERA K WHIP ; 

4 ... 

56 1 Luis Ayala 

W-L ERA K WHIP 




6-4 2.93 

23 

1.17 

381 Gary 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Majewski 

2-0 3.41 

17 

1.49 

341 Travis 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Hughes 

1-0 0.00 

3 

0.30 

481 Hector w-l era 

K 

WHIP 

Carrasco 

3-1 2.08 

16 

.96 

Sunny 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Kim 131 

1-0 3.71 

II 

1.35 





0 


) Where Homers Go to Die 



NO HOMERS CLUB: Of Jose Guillen's 15 home 
runs heading into this week, only was at RFK. 


With almost 40 games 
at RFK Stadium under 
their belts, the Nationals 
are starting to get a feel 
for their new home. » 


Though the dog days of summer have yetto arrive 
and heat upthe D.C. air, it’s becoming more and 
more obvious the old ballpark is a pitcher’s dream 
— and a home run hitter’s nightmare. 

Entering this week’s three-game series with the 
Pittsburgh Pirates, RFK has surrendered only 39 
home runs (24 by the Nationals, 15 by opponents). 

RFK Stadium, originally called District of 


Columbia Stadium, was among the cookie-cutter 
facilities that started popping up around baseball 
in the 1960s, and is one of the biggest ball parks in 
baseball. The left-field and right-field lines are 335 
feet away from home, centerfield is410feet, and 
the power alleys are 380 feet. 

From the outside, it looks similar to the 
Coliseum in Oakland orold Three Rivers Stadium 
in Pittsburgh. 

Jose Guillen, who leadsthe club with 15 long 
balls (all but one of those coming on the road), 
believes centerfield and the power alleys are actu- 
ally deeper. He hopes the Nationals will move the 
fences in next year. 

“I’ve hit four or five balls that would have been 
out in most ball parks,’’ Guillen told MLB.com. 


“Everybody can tell that RFK is nota little ball park, 
So you haveto go and getyour line drive hits. If 
you are lucky, you can putone down the line.’’ 

Centerfield andthe power alleys are where 
baseballs seem to go to die. 

This makesthethree white seats outin deep- 
est centerfield — section 542to be specific — 
stand out even more among the sea of yellow 
upper deck seats. 

The three seats were so marked decades ago 
to commemoratethe landing spots for mammoth 
home runs from the bat of Frank Howard, the old 
Washington Senators power hitter. 

Nationals officials expect the parkto favor hit- 
ters more once the summer heat intensifies. 

BRUCE R. WELLS 
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Living 

Legend 

Castilla battles critics in the U.S., 
but is a hero in his native Mexico 



HOWGREATOFAHITTERVinny 

Castilla has been during his 14 -year 
career is a matter of debate, fueled largely 
by the eight seasons he thrived in the hitter- 
friendly confines and thin mountain air of 
Denver’s Coors Field. Entering this season, 
the two-time All-Star had hit 238 of his 303 
career home runs with the Colorado Rockies, 
the team he played on in each season in which 
he exceeded 30 homers and 100 RBI. 

Castilla, who’s been dogged by criticism 
for most of his career, is quick to point out 
that 21 of his 35 homers last season came 
away from Coors Field. 

“They never put that in the papers,” said 
Castilla, the only Mexican with more than 
300 career home runs. “It used to hurt me 
when I was younger, but you know what? 
People who really know about baseball 
keep signing me because they know that I 


can play.” 

Even though Castilla 
might be considered a ques- 
tion mark or a fading star by 
some here in the states, south 
of the border, it’s a different 
story. “I don’t think people 
here understand,” Nationals 
teammate and fellow Mexican Esteban Loaiza 
said. “He’s a hero in our country. He’s the big- 
gest star we have. Everyone loves him.” 

PAST MEXICAN STARS have been pitch- 
ers, most notably Fernando Valenzuela. That 
sets apart Castilla, Mexico’s all-time home 
run leader. 

Not only is he the biggest name among 
active players, he also has remained humble 
and made it a point to continue to show his 
affection for his people and his country. 


“He is today’s Fernando Valenzuela,” 
said Twins infielder Juan Castro, a native 
of Los Mochis. “He’s just like Fernando was 
a national hero. The people watch him and 
love him.” 

Considering where he came from, it’s an 
amazing accomplishment. Castilla grew up 
in Oaxaca, a city known more for its art than 
sports. His schools had soccer and basket- 
ball teams, but no baseball. There was only 
a small, loosely organized youth league 
that played one game a week, always on 


Saturday. 

“My dad played baseball,” 
Castilla said, “and when you 
are a little boy you want to be 
like your dad.” 

Castilla did well enough 
to be signed by the Mexican 
League Saltillo Sarape Makers 
in 1987. Three years later, when 
he was 22, Atlanta bought his 
contract. He had three for- 
gettable seasons as a minor- 
league shortstop, then was left 
exposed in the 1992 expansion 
draft. The Rockies took Castilla 
and platooned him at shortstop 
and second base for most of 
two seasons, then shifted him 
to third in 1995. 

The Rockies and Padres 
opened the 1999 season in 
Monterrey, Mexico, and Castilla 
was the featured attraction, 
greeted by thousands of ador- 
ing fans and newspaper headlines proclaim- 
ing him bigger than Mexico’s president — and 
Michael Jordan. “A very unforgettable day 
in my career,” Castilla recalled. 

Last season, Castilla became the old- 
est player to lead the league in RBIs since 
Philadelphia’s Mike Schmidt did it in 1986, 
also at 37. Colorado GM Dan O’Dowd 
describes Castilla as “an icon in the short 
history of our franchise.” 

“He truly is larger than life,” said Tampa Bay 
Devil Rays GM Chuck LaMar, brucer. wells 


Avoiding Whammys 


Pirates can’t afford 
to make mistakes 
with a small payroll 

THE WAY DAVID LITTLEFIELD 
SEES IT, the glass is 10 percent 

full. 

Pittsburgh’s general manager knows he 
will never have the behemoth bottom line 
of the New York Yankees or the Boston Red 
Sox. He knows how much that hamstrings 
his ability to make the Pirates a winner. 

He also knows that the only thing he can 
do about it is try to outwork and outsmart 
everyone else. 

And with an opening day payroll of $38.1 
million (third lowest in the majors, according 
to USA Today), every dollar counts. 

“In general, every decision that we make 
has got a financial piece to it,” Littlefield said. 
“You’re very aware that your margin of error 
here is very small. You try very hard to make 


sure you get the dollars you have available 
on the field performing at as high a rate as 
possible.” 

There’s no room for a Jason Giambi- esque 
salary — or meltdown — in Pittsburgh. 

Still, in a world of getting what you pay 
for, this year’s Pirates squad is ahead of 
expectations. 

Pittsburgh — which hasn’t had a winning 
season since 1992 — was at .500 through 
its first 60 games before a disastrous series 
against St. Louis. As of June 26, the Pirates 
were ahead of Houston ($76.8 million pay- 
roll) and Cincinnati ($61.9 million payroll) 
in the National League Central. 

Littlefield puts a heavy emphasis on find- 
ing young players his coaches can develop 
into major league contributors. 

Consider the case of Jason Bay. 

The Pirates’ left fielder bounced around 
the minors before coming to Pittsburgh in 
a trade for slugger Brian Giles. Bay excelled 
in his first full season in the majors, hitting 
26 home runs and taking home NL Rookie 



Pittburgh’s Jack Wilson leaps over former Pirate 
Jose Guillen in a June22game won bytheNats. 


of the Year honors. 

Pittsburgh landed lefty Oliver Perez in 
the same deal. Perez went 12-10 with a 2.98 
ERA in 2004 while finishing fourth in the 
league in strikeouts. 

Then there are guys such as Rob 


Mackowiak, the Pirates’ 53rd round pick in 
the 1996 draft, who has come up through 
the minors and was the team’s leading hit- 
ter as of last week. 

“It’s essential to put the emphasis in the 
scouting system and the minor leagues,” 
Littlefield said. “In our case, you have to do 
it because you don’t have the resources to get 
those high-priced free agents.” 

At the end of the day, Littlefield can’t help 
the fact that he’s the poor kid saving up to buy 
a new chain for his bike, while other GMs are 
out buying PSPs and iPods. But he doesn’t 
let that get him down. 

“We’re going to try harder,” he said. “We’re 
going to be more efficient and produce with 
less. But I don’t want to use [budget con- 
straints] as an excuse.” 

He takes comfort in knowing a few teams 
are winning without eye-popping budgets. 

The Nationals, who ranked 23rd out of 
30 teams in payroll entering 2005 ($48.6 
million), are leading the National League 
East, and the Minnesota Twins (20th in 
payroll at $56.2 million) have made the 
American League playoffs each of the last 
three years. 

“It shows you there is hope,” Littlefield said, 
“if you do it the right way.” ericbrandner 
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48 1 Oliver 
Perez 

W-L ERA K WHIP 
6-5 6.16 81 1.64 



32 1 Kip Weils 

3 W-L ERA K WHIP 


; , ■ 

5-7 4.36 

69 

1.47 

551 Mark 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Redman 

4-6 3.42 

55 

1.18 

Josh 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Fogg 131 

4-3 4.57 

45 

1.41 

41 1 Dave 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Williams 

6-5 3.77 

50 

1.28 

531 Ryan 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Vogelsong o-o 5.09 

22 

1.56 

1 The Bullpen I 

Jose 

W-L ERA 

K 

WHIP 

Mesa 149 

0-5 4.08 

22 

1.47 



Rick 

White 1 00 

W-L ERA K WHIP 


3-3 2.41 



Salomon 
Torres 1 16 

W-L ERA K WHIP ^ I 
2-2 3.27 6 1.32 

50 1 Brian w-L era k whip 
Meadows 2-1 5.28 17 1.52 


39 1 John w-L ERA K WHIP 
Grabow 2-0 2 .I 8 13 1.26 


(giSi^) Pittsburgh May Table Mesa 



Like many of the best 
closers in baseball his- 
tory, Jose Mesa has two 
distinct characteristics: » 

300 saves and questionablefacial hair. 

Mesa — whose voluminous goatee doesn’t 
quite rival the oddity of Rollie Fingers’ handle- 
bar moustache or Rich Gossage’s Fu Manchu — 
becamethe 19th player in major league history to 
reach the 300 save plateau earlier this year. 

But it’s been rough sailing since thenforthe 
Bucs’ 39-year-old right-hander, and that could 
be good newsforthe Nationals. 

Mesa’s early season excellence won him the 


DHL Delivery Man of the Month award for April. 
He continued that success into early May, con- 
verting his first 13 save opportunities of the sea- 
son before Chicago’s DerrekLee hita game-win- 
ning homer off him on May 17. 

Mesa has blown two of his seven save oppor- 
tunities and gone0-4since Lee’s big hit. 

That’s leftan openingfor set-up man Mike 
Gonzalez. 

While Pirates manager Lloyd McClendon 
gave Mesa a vote of confidence atthe end of May, 
Gonzalez is considered Pittsburgh’s closer of 
thefuture. Couplethat with McClendon’s reluc- 
tance to throw Mesa on back-to-back days, and 
there’s certainly an openingfor Gonzalezto be 
on the hill in a pivotal situation this week. 


ONE-TIME DEAL: Manager Lloyd McClendon 
doesn’t like to pitch Mesa on back-to-back days. 


GUILLEN, GUILLEN, GONE ; No matter who’s on 
the mound, former Pirate Jose Guillen feasts on 
Pittsburgh pitching. The Nationals’ rightfield- 
erwentSfor 14 in last week’s series at PNC Park, 
hitting four home runs and driving in six. 

MORE HITTING HEROES : Guillen wasn’t the only 
hot bat during the Nationals’ stop in Pittsburgh. 
Brian Schneider went6for 12, with a run scored 
and an RBI. Meanwhile, Matt Lawton wasSfor 11 
forthe Bucs, with two home runs and six RBIs in 
thethree-gameset. 

CONSISTENT BATS : Through June 22, the 
Pirates were the only team in the major leagues 
to produce at least one extra base hit in every 
game this season. Keeping with the consisten- 
cy theme, leftfielder Jason Bay had hit safely in 
11 of his last 12 games as of June 22, compiling a 
.396 average over that span, eric brandner 
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Catch a ride with Arntrak®. 

Earn rewards with Amtrak Guest Rewards'^. 


Get rewarded when you choose Amtrak® to take you to the next away game, an important meeting, or anywhere Amtrak goes. 

Visit amtrakguestrewards.com to enroll today. 
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i^STATISTICS AS OF JUNE 27 


Washington Nationals | hitting 


National Leagne | hitting 


PLAYER 

AB 

R 

H 

2B 

3B 

HR 

RBI 

BB 

SB 

CS 

AVG 

OBP 

SLG 

OPS 

Ryan Church 

160 

28 

52 

10 

2 

7 

28 

13 

0 

0 

.325 

.381 

.544 

.924 

Nick Johnson 

256 

43 

82 

20 

2 

8 

42 

47 

3 

6 

.320 

.444 

.508 

.952 

Jose Guillen 

276 

42 

83 

15 

1 

15 

41 

II 

1 

1 

.301 

.339 

.525 

.864 

Marlon Byrd 

93 

3 

27 

4 

1 

0 

14 

8 

1 

1 

.290 

.343 

.355 

.698 

Jose Vidro 

100 

17 

29 

6 

2 

4 

15 

13 

0 

0 

.290 

.365 

.510 

.875 

Junior Spivey 

48 

II 

13 

3 

0 

2 

5 

9 

2 

0 

.271 

.397 

.458 

.855 

Carlos Baerga 

56 

4 

15 

3 

0 

0 

7 

4 

0 

0 

.268 

.349 

.321 

.671 

B. Wilkerson 

262 

36 

70 

26 

3 

5 

29 

40 

4 

4 

.267 

.370 

.447 

.817 

Tony Blanco 

42 

7 

II 

3 

0 

1 

7 

1 

1 

0 

.262 

.295 

.405 

.700 

B. Schneider 

188 

21 

49 

12 

1 

4 

19 

18 

1 

0 

.261 

.329 

.399 

.728 


ProFiie Jose Guillen 


AGE: 27 BAT: L/R THROW: R HT:6-0 WT: 205 YRS:7 


’03 136 485 77 151 31 86 I 95 .311 .569 

’04 148 565 88 166 27 104 5 92 .294 .497 

’05 70 271 41 82 15 41 0 47 .303 .528 


V. Castilla 
Jamey Carroll 
Gary Bennett 
T. Sledge 
E. Loaiza 

J.J. Davis 
C. Guzman 
L. Hernandez 
Zach Day 
Tony Armas 



251 28 65 18 

146 24 37 3 

79 6 20 5 

37 7 9 0 

30 3 7 2 


26 0 6 

245 18 49 

38 3 7 

8 0 I 

15 0 I 


36 23 

10 
13 
8 
2 


14 I 
5 0 

7 2 

0 0 

I 


2 

12 I 
4 0 

0 0 
0 0 


.259 .322 
.253 .319 
.253 .299 
.243 .348 
.233 .233 

.231 .286 
.200 .236 
.184 .205 
.125 .125 

.067 .067 


.398 .721 

.288 .607 

.354 .653 

.378 .726 

.300 .533 


.231 

.286 

.289 

.125 

.067 


.516 

.522 

.495 

.250 

.133 


ProFiie 


Brad Wilkerson 


AGE: 28 BAT: L THROW: L HT:6-0 WT:206 YRS:4 


’04 160 572 112 146 32 67 152 .255 .498 

’05 70 260 36 70 5 29 73 .269 .450 

In 2004, started at least once batting at 
each of thefirst seven spots in the lineup, 
while playing each of the outfield positions 
and atfirst base. 

In high school, was all-state in four 
sports — baseball, basketball, football 
and soccer — and was named Kentucky’s 
“Mr. Baseball.’’ Also a5 handicap in golf. 

The last National to hitforthe cycle. 

In the offseason, gave his uniform number, 6, 
to rightfielder Jose Guillen in exchangefora 
donation to Wilkerson’s charitibalefoundation. 



PLAYER 

AB 

R 

H 

2B 

3B 

HR 

Derrek Lee 

278 

61 

108 

26 

0 

22 

Albert Pujols 

291 

62 

98 

18 

0 

20 

Miguel Cabrera 

277 

49 

92 

19 

1 

14 

Clint Barmes 

225 

40 

74 

16 

1 

8 

Luis Castillo 

189 

39 

61 

6 

2 

2 

Brady Clark 

310 

55 

100 

17 

0 

7 

Bobby Abreu 

277 

55 

89 

16 

0 

17 

Nick Johnson 

256 

43 

82 

20 

2 

8 

Sean Casey 

272 

37 

87 

18 

0 

3 

Carlos Delgado 

261 

42 

83 

23 

0 

14 

Moises Alou 

213 

38 

67 

8 

0 

12 

Chase Utley 

211 

33 

66 

14 

1 

10 

Luis Gonzalez 

280 

49 

86 

19 

0 

10 

Chad Tracy 

225 

31 

69 

14 

2 

8 

E. Alfonzo 

206 

25 

63 

12 

1 

2 

Jason Bay 

282 

53 

86 

21 

4 

15 

Aramis Ramirez 

268 

43 

81 

20 

0 

17 

R. Mackowiak 

212 

33 

64 

10 

1 

7 

Felipe Lopez 

236 

39 

71 

18 

1 

13 

Jose Guillen 

276 

42 

83 

15 

1 

15 

Jason Ellison 

211 

35 

63 

14 

2 

4 

Paul Lo Duca 

228 

23 

68 

15 

1 

2 

David Wright 

255 

42 

76 

20 

1 

II 

Omar Vizquel 

264 

35 

78 

17 

3 

1 

M. Grudzielanek 

269 

37 

79 

16 

2 

4 

Joe Randa 

256 

36 

75 

17 

0 

12 


ProFiie 

Andruw Jones 

AGE: 28 BAT: R THROW: R 
HT:6-I WT:2I0 YRS:9 


’03 156 595 101 165 36 
’04 154 570 85 149 29 
’05 74 273 4 4 76 24 

WE 






’03 116 4 125 .277 .513 

’04 91 6 147 .261 .488 

’05 54 2 54 .278 .597 



RBI 

SB 

CS 

BB 

AVG 

OBP 

SLG 

OPS 

64 

10 

2 

39 

.388 

.466 

.719 

1.186 

64 

6 

0 

38 

.337 

.421 

.605 

1.026 

53 

0 

0 

22 

.332 

.380 

.560 

.940 

34 

4 

4 

10 

.329 

.371 

.516 

.886 

14 

6 

4 

32 

.323 

.421 

.407 

.828 

28 

8 

9 

25 

.323 

.388 

.445 

.834 

51 

18 

3 

56 

.321 

.440 

.563 

1.003 

42 

3 

6 

47 

.320 

.444 

.508 

.952 

35 

1 

0 

21 

.320 

.370 

.419 

.789 

55 

0 

0 

35 

.318 

.412 

.567 

.979 

33 

2 

0 

33 

.315 

.410 

.521 

.931 

35 

6 

2 

22 

.313 

.382 

.531 

.913 

49 

2 

1 

42 

.307 

.401 

.482 

.883 

31 

0 

1 

II 

.307 

.340 

.493 

.833 

30 

1 

0 

20 

.306 

.370 

.403 

.772 

40 

4 

0 

35 

.305 

.384 

.567 

.951 

49 

0 

1 

24 

.302 

.362 

.567 

.929 

37 

5 

3 

25 

.302 

.381 

.458 

.838 

45 

4 

3 

18 

.301 

.348 

.551 

.899 

41 

1 

1 

II 

.301 

.339 

.525 

.864 

15 

8 

3 

16 

.299 

.357 

.441 

.797 

29 

3 

3 

20 

.298 

.355 

.399 

.755 

40 

6 

4 

35 

.298 

.389 

.514 

.903 

25 

13 

7 

25 

.295 

.355 

.394 

.749 

28 

6 

2 

16 

.294 

.346 

.413 

.759 

41 

0 

0 

28 

.293 

.364 

.500 

.864 


American League | hitting 



PLAYER 

AB 

R 

H 

2B 

3B 

HR 

RBI 

SB 

CS 

BB 

AVG 

OBP 

SLG 

OPS 

Brian Roberts 

267 

47 

97 

18 

5 

12 

42 

16 

4 

32 

.363 

.434 

.603 

1.037 

Alex Rodriguez 

284 

55 

96 

16 

0 

20 

65 

8 

3 

43 

.338 

.435 

.606 

1.041 

Johnny Damon 

294 

56 

99 

19 

5 

3 

41 

7 

1 

24 

.337 

.383 

.466 

.849 

V. Guerrero 

215 

37 

72 

13 

1 

II 

37 

6 

0 

16 

.335 

.387 

.558 

.945 

Michael Young 

296 

53 

95 

14 

3 

10 

37 

3 

1 

22 

.321 

.370 

.490 

.860 

Jason Varitek 

224 

38 

71 

15 

1 

13 

33 

0 

0 

23 

.317 

.386 

.567 

.953 

Miguel Tejada 

300 

49 

95 

24 

3 

19 

58 

1 

1 

21 

.317 

.365 

.607 

.972 

Garret Anderson 

282 

36 

88 

16 

1 

8 

53 

0 

0 

10 

.312 

.333 

.461 

.794 

Derek Jeter 

294 

58 

91 

II 

2 

10 

34 

9 

3 

37 

.310 

.399 

.463 

.861 

Grady Sizemore 

272 

42 

84 

17 

6 

7 

33 

9 

5 

19 

.309 

.358 

.493 

.851 

David Ortiz 

284 

53 

87 

22 

1 

19 

65 

0 

0 

38 

.306 

.385 

.592 

.977 

Gary Sheffield 

269 

47 

82 

17 

0 

13 

54 

6 

1 

45 

.305 

.401 

.513 

.914 

S. Hillenbrand 

283 

48 

86 

15 

1 

8 

35 

1 

0 

15 

.304 

.364 

.449 

.813 

Brandon Inge 

280 

44 

85 

13 

7 

7 

35 

4 

1 

40 

.304 

.391 

.475 

.866 

Trot Nixon 

210 

37 

63 

14 

0 

8 

39 

1 

0 

29 

.300 

.384 

.481 

.865 

Melvin Mora 

277 

44 

83 

17 

0 

14 

46 

7 

1 

21 

.300 

.357 

.513 

.870 

Mike Sweeney 

214 

24 

64 

18 

0 

9 

37 

2 

0 

12 

.299 

.336 

.509 

.846 

Jorge Cantu 

259 

34 

77 

19 

0 

12 

44 

0 

0 

7 

.297 

.325 

.510 

.834 

Rondell White 

246 

32 

73 

12 

3 

8 

36 

1 

0 

10 

.297 

.328 

.467 

.796 

Ronnie Belliard 

233 

31 

69 

II 

0 

8 

30 

2 

0 

17 

.296 

.341 

.446 

.788 

Hideki Matsui 

284 

46 

84 

22 

1 

9 

57 

2 

0 

34 

.296 

.364 

.475 

.840 

Bill Mueller 

220 

36 

65 

14 

2 

3 

30 

0 

0 

32 

.295 

.396 

.418 

.814 

Ivan Rodriguez 

258 

39 

76 

20 

2 

5 

29 

4 

2 

5 

.295 

.307 

.446 

.753 

Ichiro Suzuki 

311 

50 

91 

8 

7 

5 

26 

18 

4 

20 

.293 

.333 

.412 

.745 

S. Stewart 

294 

45 

86 

13 

0 

10 

33 

4 

1 

20 

.293 

.341 

.439 

.779 

MarkTeixeira 

298 

55 

87 

19 

1 

20 

58 

1 

0 

27 

.292 

.363 

.564 

.926 

Raul Ibanez 

278 

33 

81 

17 

' 

10 

38 

3 

1 

27 

.291 

.356 

.468 

.824 


ProFiie 

MarkTeixeira 

AGE: 25 BAT: R THROW: R 
HT:6-3 WT:220 YRS:2 


’03 146 529 66 137 26 
’04 145 545 101 153 38 
’05 72 294 55 85 20 

’03 84 I 120 .259 .480 
’04 112 4 117 .281 .560 

’05 58 I 49 .289 .565 





Catcher Finds a Home in Potomac 


/_Onthe \ 

IFarml 


Potomac Nationals 
starting catcher 
Salomon Manriquez is 
happy to be in one placethis season, and his per- 
formance has shown it. Atthe halfway point of 
the Carolina League season, he was selected to 
the league’s All-Starteam. 

Last year Manriquez, 22, played on four dif- 
ferent Expos’ minor leagueteams as a backup 
catcher. He started in the South Atlantic League 
and moved to high Class-A in the Florida State 
League. He appeared in 16 games there before 
going to Double-A Harrisburg, where he hit .148 
in 11 games. 



SALOMON MANRIQUEZ 

A few reasons why this 
catcher is an All-Star: 

.311 batting average 
8 home runs 
^ 39 RBI 

.519slugging percentage 
.351 on-base percentage 


Hefinished the season inthe New York Penn 
League, where he hit .290 in 10 games. 

“This isthefirst year he’s had an opportuni- 
ty to play everyday,’’ said Potomac manager Bob 
Henley. “Lastyear he did everything asked of 


him and kept a smile of his face. He deserved and 
earned this chance.’’ 

Manriquez, from Valencia, Venezuela, signed 
with the Expos in 1999 when heturned 17. He 
played in 2000 in the Dominican Summer League 
and played two years in the rookie Gulf Coast 
League. 

In 2003 he splitthe season between Savannah 
intheSouth Atlantic Leagueand Burlington in 
the NY-Penn League. 

“The one thing in my mind last year as a back- 
up catcher was that I wanted to be the No. 1 
catcher. Lastyear was tough, but everything 
happened fora reason. Ittaughtme I had to work 


hard,’’ said Manriquez. 

It’s unusual to seeacatcherasateam’s lead- 
ing hitter in A-ball. The daily rigors of catch- 
ing usually take something out of their offensive 
game. 

But atthe half-season break, Manriquez was 
one of the league leaders in hitting with a .297 
average, seven home runs and 29 runs batted in. 

Besides mastering three things required by a 
catcher — hitting, fielding and calling a game — 
Manriquez also hadto master his English skills to 
deal with American pitchers and pitching coach- 
es. 

“It is something you have to learn and do well, 
speak English,’’ said Manriquez. “The catch- 
er isthe captain onthefield and everyone hasto 
understand you.’’ john hoffmann 
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Washington Nationals | pitching 


proFiie Esteban Loaiza 

AGE 3’3 ’ ’ B AlfR ’ ’ THROW: R ’ ’ H T:’6 -3 ’ ’WT:’2 \5 YRS : 10 ’ 


’03 21 9 2.90 34 34 226.1 196 75 73 207 

’04 10 7 5.71 31 27 183.0 217 124 116 117 

’05 3 5 3.63 15 15 94.1 97 38 38 73 


National Leagne | pitching 



PLAYER 

W 

L 

ERA 

G 

GS 

SV 

svo 

IP 

H 

R 

ER 

HR 

HBP 

BB 

SO 

Chad Cordero 

2 

1 

0.94 

37 

0 

25 

27 

38.1 

29 

8 

4 

3 

1 

9 

36 

Hector Carrasco 

3 

1 

2.08 

27 

0 

1 

3 

26.0 

17 

6 

6 

2 

4 

8 

16 

Luis Ayala 

6 

4 

2.93 

43 

0 

1 

2 

46.0 

49 

17 

15 

5 

2 

5 

23 

John Patterson 

3 

2 

3.14 

12 

12 

0 

0 

71.2 

64 

25 

25 

5 

1 

26 

60 

Livan Hernandez 

II 

2 

3.32 

17 

17 

1 

0 

II9.I 

121 

47 

44 

5 

7 

45 

71 

Gary Majewski 

2 

0 

3.41 

31 

0 

0 

1 

34.1 

35 

14 

13 

0 

4 

16 

17 

Esteban Loaiza 

3 

5 

3.63 

15 

15 

0 

0 

94.1 

97 

38 

38 

7 

1 

28 

73 

Sunny Kim 

1 

0 

3.71 

6 

2 

0 

0 

17.0 

19 

7 

7 

1 

1 

4 

II 

Jon Rauch 

1 

3 

4.00 

8 

0 

0 

0 

18.0 

15 

8 

8 

1 

0 

7 

II 

Ryan Drese 

1 

1 

4.09 

2 

2 

0 

0 

II.O 

10 

5 

5 

0 

0 

6 

3 

Tony Armas 

3 

4 

5.44 

9 

9 

0 

0 

51.1 

48 

32 

31 

10 

2 

28 

26 



ProFiie Sunny Kim 


AGE: 27 BAT: R THROW: R HT:6-I WT: 185 YRS:4 


’03 0 I 8.36 4 3 14.0 24 13 13 5 

’04 4 6 4.58 43 17 135.2 145 80 69 87 

’05 I 0 3.71 6 2 17.0 19 7 7 II 


ProFiie 


Livan Hernandez 


AGE: 30 BAT: R THROW: R HT:6-2 WT:245 YRS:I0 


’03 15 10 3.20 33 33 233.1 225 92 83 178 

’04 II 15 3.60 35 35 255 234 105 102 186 

’05 II 2 3.32 17 17 II9.I 121 47 44 71 

Lasted longeronthe moundthan any other 
major league starting pitcher in 2004, with 7.29 
innings pitched per start. 

Was named to the NL Silver Sluggerteam in 
2004, after batting .247 with 20 hits and a home run. 

Is the half-brother of Chicago White Sox 
pitcherOrlando “El Duque” Hernandez. 

Has won eight straight decisions, his longest 
streaksince winning nine in a row in 1997. 

Was the World Series MVP in 1997. 


PLAYER 



Roger Clemens 
Dontrelle Willis 
Roy Oswalt 
Pedro Martinez 
John Smoltz 

Chris Carpenter 
Jake Peavy 
Brian Moehler 
Glendon Rusch 
A.J. Burnett 

Brett Myers 
Brandon Webb 
Chris Capuano 
Andy Pettitte 
Victor Santos 

Livan Hernandez 
Josh Beckett 
Matt Morris 
Adam Eaton 
Mark Redman 

Esteban Loaiza 
Derek Lowe 
Shawn Estes 
Dave Williams 
Tim Hudson 
Brad Penny 


W L ERA G GS CG 


6 

12 

9 

8 

8 

II 

7 
2 
5 
5 

5 

8 
7 
4 
2 

II 

7 

8 
9 

4 

3 

5 

6 
6 
6 
3 


1.51 

15 

15 

0 

1.76 

15 

15 

4 

2.70 

16 

16 

2 

2.72 

15 

15 

2 

2.74 

17 

17 

3 

2.77 

16 

16 

3 

2.88 

15 

15 

1 

2.98 

16 

12 

0 

3.13 

21 

10 

1 

3.14 

15 

15 

3 

3.18 

16 

16 

1 

3.20 

15 

15 

1 

3.22 

16 

16 

0 

3.25 

15 

15 

0 

3.27 

16 

15 

1 

3.32 

17 

17 

1 

3.35 

14 

14 

1 

3.38 

13 

13 

1 

3.42 

14 

14 

0 

3.42 

16 

16 

2 

3.63 

15 

15 

0 

3.66 

17 

17 

1 

3.75 

15 

15 

2 

3.77 

13 

13 

0 

3.78 

14 

14 

0 

3.83 

13 

13 

0 


ProFiie 

Jake Peavy 

AGE: 24 BAT: R THROW: R 
HT:6-0 WT:I82YRS:3 


’03 12 II 4.12 32 32 

’04 15 6 2.27 27 27 

’05 7 2 2.88 15 15 


’03 194.2 173 94 89 156 

’04 166.1 146 49 42 173 

’05 100.0 75 36 32 110 



SHO 

IP 

H 

R 

ER 

HR 

HBP 

BB 

SO 

0 

lOl.O 

66 

19 

17 

4 

, 

30 

97 

3 

107.2 

97 

23 

21 

2 

2 

21 

82 

1 

II3.I 

98 

37 

34 

9 

4 

24 

76 

0 

109.0 

67 

34 

33 

8 

1 

20 

117 

1 

II8.I 

109 

40 

36 

7 

0 

32 

89 

3 

113.2 

98 

39 

35 

8 

0 

29 

112 

1 

100.0 

75 

36 

32 

10 

2 

20 

no 

0 

81.2 

85 

29 

27 

6 

1 

21 

43 

1 

77.2 

80 

29 

27 

5 

0 

32 

54 

1 

103.1 

90 

42 

36 

6 

2 

33 

93 

0 

102.0 

90 

38 

36 

13 

5 

29 

101 

0 

104.0 

105 

40 

37 

8 

1 

30 

79 

0 

103.1 

96 

40 

37 

12 

6 

40 

79 

0 

99.2 

96 

40 

36 

7 

0 

18 

72 

0 

93.2 

84 

41 

34 

13 

3 

35 

59 

0 

119. 1 

121 

47 

44 

5 

7 

45 

71 

1 

88.2 

75 

38 

33 

5 

4 

30 

81 

0 

82.2 

78 

38 

31 

5 

3 

16 

60 

0 

81.2 

88 

39 

31 

7 

5 

25 

63 

1 

105.1 

97 

41 

40 

8 

0 

27 

55 

0 

94.1 

97 

38 

38 

7 

1 

28 

73 

1 

110.2 

120 

59 

45 

9 

2 

24 

74 

0 

96.0 

99 

43 

40 

II 

2 

31 

55 

0 

76.1 

70 

34 

32 

13 

4 

28 

50 

0 

85.2 

91 

38 

36 

8 

4 

39 

51 

0 

82.1 

87 

35 

35 

6 

2 

12 

44 


American League | pitching 


PLAYER 

W 

L 

ERA 

G 

GS 

CG SHO IP 

H 

R 

ER 

HR HBP 

BB 

SO 

Kenny Rogers 

9 

3 

2.46 

15 

15 

, 

1 

98.2 

93 

29 

27 

6 

6 

33 

44 

Mark Buehrle 

9 

1 

2.48 

15 

15 

2 

1 

116.0 

102 

36 

32 

7 

0 

17 

73 

Roy Halladay 

II 

4 

2.51 

16 

16 

5 

2 

122.0 

100 

34 

34 

9 

7 

15 

91 

Bartolo Colon 

9 

4 

2.99 

15 

15 

2 

0 

102.1 

96 

39 

34 

9 

1 

23 

77 

Carlos Silva 

6 

3 

3.18 

13 

13 

2 

0 

96.1 

III 

36 

34 

12 

1 

5 

30 

Chris Young 

7 

4 

3.21 

15 

15 

0 

0 

89.2 

84 

35 

32 

7 

3 

20 

74 

Jon Garland 

12 

3 

3.25 

15 

15 

2 

2 

108.0 

96 

40 

39 

II 

3 

19 

53 

Cliff Lee 

8 

3 

3.28 

15 

15 

0 

0 

90.2 

87 

38 

33 

II 

0 

26 

68 

Matt Clement 

9 

1 

3.33 

16 

16 

1 

0 

102.2 

96 

40 

38 

6 

7 

32 

82 

Jason Johnson 

5 

6 

3.35 

15 

15 

1 

0 

96.2 

98 

41 

36 

9 

2 

25 

47 

J. Washburn 

4 

3 

3.35 

15 

15 

0 

0 

94.0 

107 

35 

35 

II 

3 

30 

49 

Gustavo Chacin 

6 

5 

3.40 

16 

16 

0 

0 

92.2 

96 

41 

35 

6 

6 

34 

54 

John Lackey 

6 

2 

3.50 

15 

15 

0 

0 

92.2 

94 

37 

36 

7 

5 

38 

86 

Bruce Chen 

6 

5 

3.54 

15 

15 

1 

0 

94.0 

90 

41 

37 

II 

3 

27 

64 

Freddy Garcia 

7 

3 

3.58 

15 

15 

0 

0 

103.0 

91 

42 

41 

10 

2 

28 

69 

Nate Robertson 

3 

5 

3.66 

14 

14 

1 

0 

86.0 

84 

47 

35 

5 

3 

35 

46 

Johan Santana 

7 

4 

3.78 

16 

16 

2 

1 

112.0 

88 

47 

47 

13 

0 

21 

131 

KirkSaarloos 

4 

4 

3.82 

15 

13 

1 

1 

75.1 

76 

33 

32 

3 

8 

27 

21 

Randy Johnson 

7 

5 

3.86 

16 

16 

3 

0 

109.2 

108 

53 

47 

16 

6 

22 

99 

Paul Byrd 

7 

5 

3.87 

15 

15 

1 

0 

100.0 

105 

48 

43 

10 

4 

13 

54 

Danny Haren 

6 

7 

3.89 

16 

16 

2 

0 

104.0 

95 

54 

45 

10 

5 

32 

78 

Mike Mussina 

8 

5 

3.95 

16 

16 

2 

2 

lOO.I 

108 

48 

44 

13 

4 

24 

70 

Bronson Arroyo 

6 

3 

4.02 

15 

14 

0 

0 

87.1 

86 

43 

39 

8 

7 

19 

54 

Tim Wakefield 

6 

6 

4.05 

15 

15 

0 

0 

95.2 

94 

47 

43 

8 

6 

41 

59 

Brad Radke 

5 

7 

4.08 

16 

16 

2 

1 

103.2 

118 

53 

47 

20 

3 

9 

65 

Mike Maroth 

5 

8 

4.09 

16 

16 

0 

0 

99.0 

108 

52 

45 

12 

3 

25 

56 

Jose Contreras 

3 

4 

4.15 

15 

15 

0 

0 

91.0 

76 

46 

42 

14 

7 

38 

69 


ProFiie 

J. Bonderman 

AGE: 22 BAT: R THROW: R 
HT:6-2 WT:220 YRS:2 


’03 6 19 5.56 33 28 

’04 II 13 4.89 33 32 

’05 9 4 3.68 15 15 


’03 162.0 193 118 100 108 
’04 184.0 168 101 100 168 
’05 102.2 95 43 42 82 




1924 I After tak- 
ing over first place in 
the American League 
just the week before, 
the 1924 Washington 
Nationals had no inten- 
tion of giving it up. That 
meant bad news for 
the Philadelphia As » 


Nats Double Lead in Doubleheaders 


and Boston Red Sox. 

There was little Connie Mack’s 
Athletics could dorightduringa June 
28 doubleheader, in which they scored 
only one run in the nation’s capital. 

Intheopener, Paul Zahniserand 
Allan Russell battled out of trouble, 
whilethird baseman Ossie Bluege 
provided the offense with two hits, a 
stolen base and a run scored in the 
Nationals’ 4-1 win in the opener. 

Bluege added two singles in the 
nightcap, won 4-0 by the Nats, who 
30 years later became the Senators 


we are familiar with. Other heroes 
included Goose Goslin and Bucky 
Harris, who provided the cushion 
for starter George Mogridge, who 
upped his record to 8-3. 

Just like Philadelphia, Boston 
was hardly a match for red-hot 
Washington. Ittookall of two 
innings to touch Red Sox hurler Jack 
Quinn with afive-run inning, marked 
by catcher Muddy Ruel’stwo-run 
doubleto centerfield. 

Sparked bythe big inning, the 
Nats took the game 6-2 and their 


division lead 
doubled-totwo 
games, a high 
markforateam 
used to the AL 
East cellar. 

On June30, 
thethe Nats once 
again played a 
twin-bill. While it wasn’t quite as suc- 
cessful as the As doubleheader, the 
Nats still improved their position in the 
pennant race by half a game. 

Walter Johnson pitched well to 


open the day-and collected two 
hits and scored a run - but his team- 
mates offered little help. No other 
Washingtonian scored and an error 
let in the winning run in the 11th 
inning of the 2-1 game. 

Finally, in thethird of Game 
No. 2., the Nats broke through when 
Sam Rice doubled to lead off the 
inning. Boston pitcher Curt Fullerton 
then helped the home squad with 
four walks that led to his dismissal. 

In the end, Washington had a 3-1 win 
and2>^-gamelead inthe ALeast. 
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i^STATISTICS AS OF JUNE 27 


MLB 1 STANDINGS 


TEAM 

W 

L 

PCT 

GB 

HOME ROAD 

RS 

RA 

STRK 

LIO 


Washington 


44 

31 

.587 

— 

26-10 

18-21 

310 

316 

LostI 

6-4 

(0 

< 

Atlanta 


41 

34 

.547 

3 

24-12 

17-22 

353 

300 

Won 3 

8-2 

lU 

Florida 


38 

34 

.528 

4.5 

21-15 

17-19 

320 

293 

Won 4 

6-4 

z 

Philadelphia 


39 

37 

.513 

5.5 

23-16 

16-21 

357 

367 

Lost4 

3-7 


N.Y.Mets 


37 

38 

.493 

7 

22-15 

15-23 

331 

325 

LostI 

5-5 

-1 

St. Louis 


47 

28 

.627 

— 

23-14 

24-14 

395 309 

LostI 

6-4 

< 

cc 

Chicago Cubs 


38 

36 

.514 

8.5 

19-17 

19-19 

343 

335 

Won 2 

4-6 

1- 

z 

Milwaukee 


35 

40 

.467 

12 

21-15 

14-25 

323 

311 

LostI 

6-4 

u 

o 

Pittsburgh 


34 

40 

.459 

12.5 

17-19 

17-21 

315 

335 

WonI 

4-6 

J 

Houston 


33 

40 

.452 

13 

24-13 

9-27 

278 

304 

WonI 

7-3 

z 

Cincinnati 


30 

45 

.400 

17 

23-19 

7-26 

376 

441 

Lost2 

4-6 

(/) 

San Diego 


43 

34 

.553 

- 

25-15 

17-19 

342 

333 

Won 2 

6-4 

u 

> 

Arizona 


39 

38 

.506 

3.5 

20-17 

19-21 

356 

410 

Won 1 

4-6 

> 

L.A. Dodgers 


35 

40 

.467 

6.5 

19-17 

16-23 

329 

356 

Lost3 

2-8 

z 

San Francisco 


30 

44 

.405 

II 

17-22 

13-22 

325 406 

Lost4 

3-7 


Colorado 


25 

48 

.342 

15.5 

20-17 

5-31 

333 

419 

Won 3 

4-6 


TEAM 

W 

L 

PCT 

GB 

HOME ROAD 

RS 

RA 

STRK 

LIO 


Boston 


44 

30 

.595 

- 

22-10 22-20 

421 

352 

Won 7 

9-1 

(/) 

< 

Baltimore 


42 

33 

.560 

2.5 

22-15 

20-18 

381 

343 

Lost 5 

3-7 

UJ 

J 

N.Y. Yankees 


38 

37 

.507 

6.5 

24-18 

14-19 

404 379 

Won 1 

5-5 

< 

Toronto 


38 

38 

.500 

7 

20-16 

18-22 

343 

323 

WonI 

5-5 


Tampa Bay 


26 

50 

.342 

19 

18-21 

8-29 

354 

472 

Lost 3 

3-7 

< 

Chicago Sox 


50 

24 

.676 

- 

27-12 

23-12 

358 

281 

Lost 2 

8-2 

cc 

1- 

Minnesota 


40 

33 

.548 

9.5 

21-17 

19-16 

332 

301 

WonI 

3-7 


Cleveland 


39 

34 

.534 

10.5 

19-17 

20-17 

326 

299 

Won 2 

6-4 

o 

J 

Detroit 


36 

36 

.500 

13 

18-17 

18-19 

329 

316 

LostI 

6-4 

< 

Kansas City 


25 

49 

.338 

25 

15-21 

10-28 

322 

421 

Lost 6 

2-8 

w 

L.A. Angels 


45 

29 

.608 

-- 

24-14 

21-15 

349 

276 

Won 6 

8-2 

Ul 

Texas 


38 

35 

.521 

6.5 

21-14 

17-21 

392 

349 

LostI 

4-6 

J 

Oakland 


35 

40 

.467 

10.5 

22-15 

13-25 

329 

342 

Won 4 

8-2 

< 

Seattle 


33 

41 

.446 

12 

19-20 

14-21 

317 

329 

Lost 2 

5-5 


RFKStadium I SEATING CHART 


Outfield Upper 

Outfield Lower 

Outfield Loge Box 

BLine Upper 

BLine Lower 

m 

BLine Loge Box ^ 

BLine Terrace Box ^ 

Infield Upper 

Infield Lower j 

Infield Loge Box ^ 

Infield Terrace Box 

Infield Box 

BLine Box 

Diamond Box 



Keep it 
clean. 



Help us keep Metro clean. 

Please take this newspaper with you 
when you leave. 




Please use the recycling containers 
at any Metro station or take Express with you and 
dispose of it when you are finished reading. 
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American League | HITTING 



RUNS BATTED IN 


M. Ramirez, BOS, 66 
A. Rodriguez, NYY, 65 
0. Ortiz, BOS, 65 
M.Teixeira,TEX,58 
M. Tejada, BAL, 58 


HOME RUNS 


A. Rodriguez, NYY, 20 
M.Teixeira,TEX,20 
M. Ramirez, BOS, 19 
M. Tejada, BAL, 19 
D. Ortiz, BOS, 19 


STOLEN BASES 


Podsednik,CWS, 38 
C.Figgins,LAA,24 
C. Crawford, TB, 23 
J.Lugo,TB,20 
T. Womack, NYY, 18 



J. Garland, CWS, 12 
R. Halladay,TOR,ll 

K. Rogers, TEX, 9 
B. Colon, LAA,9 
M. Clement, BOS, 9 


J. Santana, MIN, 131 
R. Johnson, NYY, 99 
R.Halladay,T0R,9l 
J. Lackey, LAA, 86 
Bonderman,DET,83 


B.Wickman,CLE,2l 

E. Guardado, SEA, 19 
J. Nathan, MIN, 18 
B.Ryan, BAL, 18 

F. Cordero, TEX, 18 


National League | hitting 


RUNS BATTED IN 


HOMERUNS 


STOLEN BASES 





C. Lee, MIL, 69 

D. Lee,CHC,64 
A. Pujols, STL, 64 
P. Burrell, PHI, 60 
J.Kent, LAD, 55 


A. Jones,ATL,24 
D.Lee,CHC,22 
C. Floyd, NYM, 20 
C. Lee, MIL, 20 
A. Pujols, STL, 20 


R.Furcal,ATL,25 
J. Reyes, NYM, 23 
R.Freel,CIN,2l 
B.Abreu,PHI,l8 
J. Rollins, PHI, 17 


National League | pitching 


WINS 



D.Willis,FLA,l2 
Hernandez, WAS, II 
C. Carpenter, STL, II 
□.Davis, MIL, 8 
A. Eaton, SO, 9 


STRIKEOUTS 



P. Martinez, NYM, 117 
C. Carpenter, STL, 112 
J.Peavy,SD,IIO 
B. Myers, PHI, 101 
R. Clemens, H0U,97 


SAVES 



C. Cordero, WAS, 25 
T. Hoffman, SO, 21 
Isringhausen, STL, 21 
J. Mesa, PIT, 19 
B.Wagner,PHI,l8 



Home Games Shaded 

76th Annual All Star Game, July 12 at Comerica Park, Detroit 


pMay 


s 

M 

T 

W TH 

F 

s 

L 1 

W 2 

L 3 

W 4 

5 

W 6 

W 7 

NYM 

LAD 

LAD 

LAD 


SF 

SF 

L 8 

W 9 

L 10 

L II 

12 

L 13 

W 14 

SF 

AZ 

AZ 

AZ 


CMC 

CMC 

W 15 

W 16 

L 17 

W 18 

W 19 

L 20 

L 21 

CMC 

MIL 

MIL 

MIL 

MIL 

TOR 

TOR 

W22 

L 23 

L 24 

L 25 

26 

L 27 

L 28 

TOR 

CIN 

CIN 

CIN 


STL 

STL 

W29 

STL 

W30 

ATL 

W 31 

ATL 






r June 


s 

M 

T 

W TH 

F 

s 




L 1 

W 2 

W 3 

W 4 




ATL 

ATL 

FLA 

FLA 

W 5 

6 

W 7 

W 8 

W 9 

W 10 

W II 

FLA 


OAK 

OAK 

OAK 

SEA 

SEA 

W 12 

L 13 

W 14 

W 15 

16 

L 17 

L 18 

SEA 

LAA 

LAA 

LAA 


TEX 

TEX 

W 19 

W 20 

L 21 

W 22 

23 

W24 

W 25 

TEX 

PIT 

PIT 

PIT 


TOR 

TOR 

L 26 

27 

28 

29 

30 



TOR 


PIT 

PIT 

PIT 




r August 1 r September 


s 

M 

T 

W TH 

F 

s 





1 

2 

3 





ATL 

PHI 

PHI 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

PHI 

FLA 

FLA 

FLA 

FLA 

ATL 

ATL 

II 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

ATL 


NYM 

NYM 

NYM 

SO 

SO 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

SO 


SF 

SF 

SF 

NYM 

NYM 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 


NYM 

FLA 

FLA 

FLA 


PHI 



s 

M 

T 

W TH 

F 

s 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 



LAD 

LAD 

LAD 

SO 

SO 

7 

8 

9 

10 

II 

12 

13 

SO 


HOU 

HOU 

HOU 

COL 

COL 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

COL 

PHI 

PHI 

PHI 

PHI 

NYM 

NYM 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

NYM 


CIN 

CIN 

CIN 

STL 

STL 

28 

29 

30 

31 




STL 

ATL 

ATL 

ATL 





r April 


s 

M 

T 

W TH 

F 

s 






1 

2 

3 

L 4 

PHI 

5 

W 6 

PHI 

W 7 

PHI 

L 8 

FLA 

W 9 

FLA 

L 10 

FLA 

L II 

ATL 

w 12 

ATL 

W 13 

ATL 

W 14 

AZ 

15 

W 16 

AZ 

W 17 

AZ 

L 18 

FLA 

L 19 

FLA 

W20 

ATL 

L 21 

ATL 

L22 

NYM 

L 23 

NYM 

W24 

NYM 

L 25 

PHI 

W26 

PHI 

L 27 

PHI 

28 

W29 

NYM 

W30 

NYM 


r July 


s 

M 

T 

W TH 

F 

s 






1 

2 






CHC 

CHC 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

CHC 

NYM 

NYM 

NYM 

NYM 

PHI 

PHI 

10 

II 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

PHI 




MIL 

MIL 

MIL 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

MIL 

COL 

COL 

COL 

HOU 

HOU 

HOU 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

HOU 


ATL 

ATL 

ATL 

FLA 

FLA 

31 







FLA 








r October 


s 

M 

T 

W 

TH 

F 

S 







1 

PHI 

2 

PHI 








Schedule subject to change 



Wishful 

Thinking 

When does it stop being too 
early to dream about a Battle of 
the Beltway — a World Series 
between the Washington Nationals 
and the Baltimore Orioles? 

Officially, now. 

It’s almost halfway through the 
season and both teams are surpris- 
ingly in contention for the playoffs, 
with the Nationals atop their divi- 
sion. It wasn’t supposed to be this 
way. Remember, the Yankees were 
supposed to win the AL East, and 
it was going to be the Braves or 
Marlins making mincemeat out 
the Nationals, Phillies and Mets 
in the NL East. 

But if the two teams are this good 
three months into the season, it’s 
hardly inconceivable that they can 
stay this way for another three. 

Washington’s future is tough to 
predict. The team’s been plagued 
by injuries all year and somehow 
Manager Frank Robinson has still 
produced a winner. And that’s with 
a roster most fans around the coun- 
try can’t name. 

The real “X” factor, though, is 
the ownership. If the success holds 
up into late July, will Major League 
Baseball — which still owns the 
team — let GM Jim Bowden make 
the moves necessary to stay com- 
petitive? Bowden’s optimistic, but 
only time will tell. 

The Orioles have a higher pay- 
roll and stars in Miguel Tejada and 
Sammy Sosa, but they have to over- 
come the World Series -champion 
Red Sox, who are back in first place, 
and the Yankees, who are sure to get 
into contention late in the year. 

For Baltimore, pitching is the 
key. If the starters aren’t up to the 


. 4 ' 



Frank Robinson has plenty of reasons 
forthethumbs-up sofarthis season. 


challenge — and they haven’t been 
lately — owner Peter Angelos will 
have to dip into the money he’s reap- 
ing from the Nationals TV deal and 
add another hurler for the last two 
months of the season. 

What fun this area would have 
if the improbable became a real- 
ity in the Fall Classic. Finally, the 
games the region was denied by an 
absurd schedule this season would 
be played — and with more at stake 
than local bragging rights. Imagine 
the first official games between the 
Nats and O’s being for the world 
championship. 

That would raise the stakes, not 
only in the series, but for all time. 
Every future game would be for the 
loser to seek revenge and for the 
winner to keep rubbing the title 
in the loser’s face. 

It’s just a dream now, but it’s one 
worth dreaming, matt swenson 
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the new d rivi ng . 


Paying ridiculous gas prices and spending hours on the road is so over. 
Go to FLYi.com, get a great low fare, choose from a big, convenient 
schedule and get there un-stressed. 


And now's the time to join the iCLUB^. Sign up for the 

iCLUB®'^, our easy-reward frequent flyer program, and receive 500 
iPOINTS. That's 1/3 of the way to a free* ** ticket just for joining. 



One-way fares as low as 

■39 -‘139 



Our newest destinations: 


Las Vegas, NV 
San Diego, CA 
San Francisco, CA 
San Jose, CA 

Plus: 

Albany, NY 
Atlanta, GA 


Boston, MA 
Buffalo, NY 
Burlington, VT 
Charleston, SC 
Charleston, WV 
Charlotte, NC 
Chicago (O'Hare) 
Cleveland, OH 
Columbia, SC 


Non-stop to 

Columbus, OH 
Detroit, Ml 
Fort Myers, FL 
Greensboro, NC 
Greenville, SC 
Hartford, CT 
Huntsville, AL 
Indianapolis, IN 
Jacksonville, FL 


Knoxville, TN 
Louisville, KY 
Manchester, NH 
Nashville, TN 
New York (JFK) 

New York (Stewart) 

New York (White Plains) 
Newark, NJ 
Orlando, FL 


Pittsburgh, PA 
Portland, ME 
Providence, Rl 
Raleigh-Durham, NC 
Rochester, NY 
Savannah, GA 
Syracuse, NY 
Tampa, FL 

West Palm Beach, FL 




Washington's hometown airline, flying hundreds of non-stops from Dulles 





independence air 

flyl.com 


*Fares may require up to a 14-day advance purchase, are one-way, limited, and may not be available on all flights. Lowest fores ore available only on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Saturdays. Heavy demand may cause 

certain days to sell out at these fare levels and only a limited number of these fares are available for travel on 7. 1 .05, 7.2.05, 7.4.05 and 7.5.05. Fares are non-refundable but reservations may be changed prior to departure 
for a $35 fee (only $25 if change is made at FLYi.com) plus any applicable difference in fare. Fares do not include segment fees of up to $6.40, the September 11th Security Fee of up to $5.00 and Passenger Facility Charges 
of up to $9.00. Bookings made through l-SOO-FLYFLYi are $5 higher per passenger. Fores ore subject to change without notice. **For each 1 500 points accumulated in a Member's account, the Member will receive a travel 
award good for either a free roundtrip fare anywhere Independence Air flies under 1 500 miles or 50% off a roundtrip fore anywhere Independence Air flies over 1 500 miles. The award may be combined with a 2nd award 
for a free roundtrip fare anywhere Independence Air flies over 1500 miles. Those traveling on iCLUB awards are only responsible for paying the September 1 1th Security Fee of up to $10. iPOINTS are not transferable, 
and only one iCLUB account is allowed per person. Other restrictions apply. See FLYi.com for full details. © Independence Air, Inc., 2005. 


